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Editor’s Note: Submissions to this column may be in the form of papers, essays, poetry, or other similar
forms. Editorial assistance will be provided to develop eatly concepts or drafis. If you have a potential
submission or idea, or if vou would like reactions to a document in progress, contact the series editor
directly: William D. Grant, EJD, SUNY Upstate Medical University, Department of Famaly Medicine,
475 Irving Avenue, Sutte 200, Syracuse, NY 13210. 315-464-6957. Fax: 315-464-6982. grantw(@upstate.
edu.

Life In 55 Words: Part |

Submissions for this special column were required to meet the following basic criteria: Relate—in exactly 55 words
(not including the title}—an experience that influenced the author or author’s practice of medicine. Submissions
came from several countries and reflected a wide range of experiences and emotions. Because of the number of
outstanding responses, I have elected to publish selections 1n two columns with Part IT following in a later 1ssue.
Some of these are titled at the choice of the author
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Longing for His Silence
I miss him so much. Twas devoted
to him in the last 16 years. He
couldn't speak after that stroke but
he always looked at me, hearing
my stories, my complaints about
thsomnia, or back pain. Smiling,
ever, incessantly. And T always felt
he understood me, comforted me.

Now I muss his wonderful silence.
FPablo Gonzalez Blasco, MDD, PRD
SOBRAMFA (Brazilian Seciety

af Family Medicing)
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